A 67-year-old man presented to the department of otorhinolaryngology (ENT) with the complaint of recurrent syncope upon deglutition since several months. He reported symptoms ranging from light headedness to syncope triggered by deglutition. He suffered from end stage renal disease with no other relevant past medical history.
We assumed that ascension of the hyoid bone upon deglutition triggered carotid sinus stimulation responsible for the syncope.
Although uncommon, irritation/compression of the common/internal carotid artery by hyoid bone anomalies should be considered in the differential diagnosis of syncope, transient cerebral ischemia (TIA) and stroke, when no other causes are found [1] . The hyoid bone can directly compress the carotid artery or can incite local atherosclerotic plaque formation. When the syncope is triggered by deglutition, this phenomenon should be considered in the differential diagnosis, along with DS syndrome and postprandial hypotension.
